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What does “critical” mean to you?
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Pairwork: similarities/differences
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Pairwork: similarities/differences

Talk to your partner: can you find 3 similarities and 3 differences?



Pairwork: similarities/differences

Critical literacy considers ideological discourse as “the ways in which meaning serves to 
establish and sustain relations of domination” (Thompson, 1990, p.56). 
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The ruling ideas in society are the ideas of the 
ruling class. 

The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the 
ruling ideas, i.e. the class which is the ruling material 
force of society, is at the same time its ruling 
intellectual force. 

The class which has the means of material production 
at its disposal, has control at the same time over the 
means of mental production, so that thereby, 
generally speaking, the ideas of those who lack the 
means of mental production are subject to it. 
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Suggestion of personal weakness

Unify 
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Who is the ideal 
reader?

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/listen-watch/songs/do-your-best

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/listen-watch/songs/do-your-best


You are positioned as a learner

Claim to legitimacy

Sub-text = you may be small, but you can make a difference

https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/Images/Climate/Unit-1/Small-Parts-Big-Impacts 

https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/Images/Climate/Unit-1/Small-Parts-Big-Impacts
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Historical process

Individual
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Present tense statements = authority

Naturalisation Modality = allows for doubt



Thingify 

Unify 

Metaphor of personal weakness

Modality = allows for doubt
Where? For 
whom?



Author’s views Alternate views
Who or what is the focus of the text?

 
 

What other focuses might be possible?

What point of view or perspective is presented?
 
 
 

What other points of view or perspectives are 
missing or discounted?

What does the author want the reader/viewer to 
believe or think?

 
 
 

What other beliefs or thoughts are possible?

What actions might be taken based on the author’s 
views?

 
 
 

What actions might be taken based on alternate 
views?

 Kucer & Silva (2012). Teaching the dimensions of literacy. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203118375


 Now you try. Use the Critical Literacy analysis sheet to help you  
look at the text. 

 Can you rewrite some of the text to re-present the idea of taking 
action on climate change?

The process of talking about it is more important than the result. 







Greetings Earthling.

I am from another planet.

I have transformed myself into 
this page

and I am presently making 
love to your fingers.

I know you are enjoying it 

as I can see you smiling

Letters

Morphemes

Words

Phrases

Clauses

Sentences

Paragraphs

Discourse

Ideology 



..the wider social context… how  
dominant ideas in society influence 
our thinking.

People are naturally 
competitive – it’s 
common sense!
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