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This webinar examines how the concept of transition—moving from wood to 
coal, coal to oil, and now towards renewables or nuclear—has shaped our 
collective imagination of climate solutions. While often presented as a natural 
progression of science, innovation, and capitalism, this narrative overlooks the 
fact that energy sources historically accumulate rather than simply replace 
one another. Tracing the rise of “energy transition” since the 1970s, the session 
explores how this idea has informed contemporary policy frameworks, 
including the European Green Deal and the EU’s climate and energy targets, 
and why policymakers and institutions embraced this powerful yet misleading 
vision of a future without a past.

REGISTER NOW!

Energy Transition: A Reassuring Future Built on an Imaginary Past

Join us to deepen your understanding of the history and politics behind  
the idea of “energy transition”. 

LIVE WEBINAR 
HISTORY AND CLIMATE

JEAN-BAPTISTE FRESSOZ 
HISTORIAN OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY  
AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
— ÉCOLE NATIONAL DES PONTS ET CHAUSSÈES

Questo webinar si inserisce nel progetto GrACE – Green Europe: Active Citizenship and the Environment, un 
programma internazionale di formazione insegnanti promosso dall’Università di Trento. L’iniziativa offre spunti 
e strumenti per affrontare le sfide ambientali e conoscere le strategie dell’UE per il clima, con proposte 
didattiche per portare questi temi in classe. 

Partecipando ad almeno il 75% della sessione si potrà richiedere un attestato di partecipazione ufficiale 
rilasciato dall’Università di Trento/Centro JM.

MODERATOR:  Tiziana Faitini

29 January 2026  
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