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The talk offers a brief history of the genre, contextualising it within the rise of 
climate action and the development of climate criticism in literary studies. It 
traces the growing awareness of global warming over the last century and 
current debates around the Anthropocene. Along the way, it questions how 
climate fiction is defined and how narrative forms have adapted to address 
climate change. It concludes by asking whether the urgency of the climate 
crisis makes climate fiction not only an innovative genre but a boundary case 
for literature itself—raising key questions about the political, aesthetic, and 
educational roles of literature in the age of climate crisis.
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A Short History and Reconsideration of Contemporary Climate Fiction

ADELINE JOHNS-PUTRA 
PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 
— QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY, KINGSTON, CANADA

Questo webinar si inserisce nel progetto GrACE – Green Europe: Active Citizenship and the Environment, un 
programma internazionale di formazione insegnanti promosso dall’Università di Trento. L’iniziativa offre spunti 
e strumenti per affrontare le sfide ambientali e conoscere le strategie dell’UE per il clima, con proposte 
didattiche per portare questi temi in classe. 

Partecipando ad almeno il 75% della sessione si potrà richiedere un attestato di partecipazione ufficiale 
rilasciato dall’Università di Trento/Centro JM.

MODERATOR:  Ryan Licata

23 October 2025  
5:00 - 6:30 PM (CEST)

Join us to deepen your understanding of how climate fiction is 
reshaping literature in response to the climate crisis.


