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Introduction to Classroom 
Debates

Structured Discussion
Classroom debates are a structured 
discussion format where students 
present arguments and 
counterarguments on a specific 
topic.

Two Opposing Sides
Students are divided into two 
teams representing opposing 
viewpoints on the issue being 
debated, allowing for a balanced 
discussion.

Research and Preparation
Students must research the topic 
thoroughly to develop strong 
arguments and prepare compelling 
evidence for their positions.

Respectful Dialogue
Classroom debates encourage 
students to engage in respectful 
dialogue with their peers, listening 
to different perspectives and 
articulating their own views.



Benefits of Debate for Student Learning

Critical Thinking
Students analyze arguments, evaluate 
evidence, and formulate their own 
reasoned positions.

Effective Communication
Students learn to articulate their ideas 
clearly, persuasively, and respectfully.

Problem-Solving
Students work together to find 
solutions to complex issues and 
develop practical strategies.





Developing Critical Thinking Skills

Analyzing Information

Students learn to identify 
biases, evaluate evidence, and 
draw logical conclusions.

Asking Questions
Engaging in debate 
encourages students to 
formulate insightful questions 
and explore different 
perspectives.

Constructing 
Arguments
Debates help students 
develop the ability to build 
coherent arguments, 
supporting their claims with 
evidence and reasoning.

Problem-Solving
Students learn to analyze 
complex issues, identify 
potential solutions, and weigh 
the pros and cons of different 
approaches.



Fostering Effective 
Communication

1 Active Listening
Students learn to listen carefully, 
analyze, and respond thoughtfully.

2 Constructive Dialogue
They develop skills for respectful and 
productive conversations.

3 Persuasion and 
Argumentation
Students learn to present their views 
convincingly and respond to 
counterarguments.

4 Verbal and Nonverbal 
Communication
Students learn to communicate 
effectively through body language 
and tone.
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Promoting Collaborative Problem-Solving
Shared Responsibility

Debates encourage students to work together. By pooling 
their knowledge, perspectives, and ideas, they can find 
creative solutions to complex problems.

Diverse Approaches

Classroom discussions allow students to explore a range of 
approaches and perspectives on a given issue. This fosters 
an understanding of different viewpoints and encourages 
open-mindedness.





Formative debate
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Debate for language learning
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Agenda 2030: The United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals
The Agenda 2030 is a comprehensive framework for 
achieving a more sustainable and equitable future for all.

It outlines 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that 
address global challenges such as poverty, hunger, 
inequality, climate change, and environmental degradation.

These goals are interconnected and require collective 
action from governments, businesses, civil society, and 
individuals to achieve by 2030.



Connecting Classroom Discussions to Global 
Challenges

1
Identify Challenges
Introduce students to real-world challenges.

2
Explore Solutions
Encourage discussions about potential solutions.

3
Advocate for Change
Empower students to become agents of change.

Classroom debates can spark discussions on relevant global challenges, like climate change, poverty, and inequality. Connecting 
these discussions to the UN's Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development Goals can help students understand the importance of 
global collaboration and sustainable practices. By exposing students to these challenges, we empower them to become responsible 
global citizens.



Debating Environmental Sustainability

Climate Change 
Solutions
Students examine potential 
solutions, evaluating their 
effectiveness and feasibility.

Plastic Pollution 
Impacts
Students engage in a lively 
debate about the 
environmental impact of 
plastic waste in oceans.

Renewable Energy 
Options
Students explore the 
benefits and challenges of 
transitioning to renewable 
energy sources.

Sustainable 
Agriculture
Students discuss 
sustainable agricultural 
practices to protect 
biodiversity and conserve 
resources.



Exploring Social Equity and Justice
Diverse Perspectives

Class discussions can explore how different groups 
experience social equity and justice.

Students can examine systemic inequalities and injustices, 
challenging biases and promoting understanding.

Global Challenges

Debates can address global issues like poverty, inequality, 
and discrimination.

Students can explore solutions and actions that promote 
social equity and justice worldwide.



Discussing Economic 
Development and Growth

1 1. Global Interdependence
Explore how economic growth in one 
region impacts other countries, 
fostering a discussion on global 
trade, investment, and development.

2 2. Sustainable Practices
Analyze how economic growth can 
be achieved in a sustainable way, 
considering environmental and 
social factors, such as resource 
management and ethical labor 
practices.

3 3. Inequality and 
Development
Examine the role of income 
inequality and poverty on economic 
growth and how governments can 
address disparities through social 
programs and policies.

4 4. Technological 
Advancements
Discuss the impact of technological 
advancements on economic growth, 
considering innovations like artificial 
intelligence and automation, and 
their implications on job markets.



Incorporating Agenda 2030 into Lesson Plans

1
Cross-Curricular Connections
Connect Agenda 2030 goals to various subjects.

2
Real-World Applications
Demonstrate how goals impact daily lives.

3
Student-Led Initiatives
Encourage students to take action.

4
Project-Based Learning
Engage students in hands-on projects.

Integrate Agenda 2030 into lesson plans by connecting it to various subjects. For example, discuss climate change in science class or explore 
economic inequality in social studies. Demonstrate how these goals impact daily lives and encourage students to take action through 
project-based learning initiatives.



Structuring Classroom 
Debates

1 Establish Clear Topics
Start by defining focused topics that are relevant to the 
curriculum and students' interests.

2 Define Debate Format
Choose a structure that allows for balanced arguments 
and encourages active participation from all students.

3 Set Ground Rules
Establish clear expectations for respectful discourse, 
active listening, and constructive feedback.



Tips for Effective 
Moderation and Facilitation

Active Listening
Pay close attention to all 
participants' arguments and 
perspectives.

Fair Ground Rules
Establish clear expectations 
for respectful discourse and 
turn-taking.

Encouraging 
Participation
Invite all students to 
contribute their ideas and 
perspectives.

Time Management
Keep track of time and ensure 
all perspectives are heard.



Assessing Student Learning 
and Participation

Method Description

Rubric Evaluates individual contributions 
and participation in the debate

Observation Tracks active listening, 
argumentation, and collaboration

Self-Assessment Reflects on individual learning and 
contribution to the discussion

Peer Feedback Provides constructive criticism and 
insights from classmates
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