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Debate is about change. We are constantly
engaged in a struggle to better our lives,
our community, our country, our world,

and our future. We should never be satisfied
with the status quo—surely something
in our lives needs improving

Alfred C. Snider, The Code of the Debater, 2008

Sooner or later all the people of the world
will have to discover a way to live together
in peace... If this is to be achieved, man
must evolve for all human conflict

a method which rejects revenge, ageression
and retaliation...

A\

Martin Luther King, Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech, 1964



What is a debate?

I realised that if we all speak out about what
we think is wrong in societly, we can change il.

Ahmad Nawaz




Nntroduction to Classroom
Debates

Structured Discussion Two Opposing Sides
Classroom debates are a structured Students are divided into two
discussion format where students teams representing opposing
present arguments and viewpoints on the issue being
counterarguments on a specific debated, allowing for a balanced
topic. discussion.

Research and Preparation Respectful Dialogue
Students must research the topic Classroom debates encourage
thoroughly to develop strong students to engage in respectful
arguments and prepare compelling dialogue with their peers, listening
evidence for their positions. to different perspectives and

articulating their own views.




Benefits of Debate for Student Learning

Critical Thinking Effective Communication Problem-Solving
Students analyze arguments, evaluate Students learn to articulate their ideas Students work together to find
evidence, and formulate their own clearly, persuasively, and respectfully. solutions to complexissues and

reasoned positions. develop practical strategies.



Produce new or original work
ate Design, assemble, construct, conjecture, develop,
formulate, author, investigate

Justify a stand or decision
_ aluate Appraise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, value,
critique, weigh

Draw connections among ideas
Analyze Differentiate, organize, relate, compare, contrast, distinguish,
examine, experiment, question, test

Use information in new situations
A | Execute, implement, solve, use, demonstrate, interpret,
pp y operate, schedule, sketch

Explain ideas or concepts
Classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate,
recognize, report, select, translate

Recall facts and basic concepts
Define, duplicate, list, memorize, repeat, state

Bloom Taxonomy
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Analyzing Information

Students learn to identify
biases, evaluate evidence, and
draw logical conclusions.

f)

Asking Questions

Engaging in debate
encourages students to
formulate insightful questions
and explore different
perspectives.

Developing Critical Thinking Skills

h

Constructing
Arguments

Debates help students
develop the ability to build
coherent arguments,
supporting their claims with
evidence and reasoning.

Problem-Solving

Students learn to analyze
complex issues, identify
potential solutions, and weigh
the pros and cons of different
approaches.




Fostering Effective
Communication

Active Listening Constructive Dialogue

Students learn to listen carefully, They develop skills for respectful and
analyze, and respond thoughtfully. oroductive conversations.

Persuasion and Verbal and Nonverbal

Argumentation Communication

Students learn to present their views Students learn to communicate

convincingly and respond to effectively through body language
counterarguments. and tone.




Oracy framework

Voice

- Fluency & pace of speech
- Tonal variation

- Clarity of pronunciation
- Voice projection

Body language
- Gesture & posture
- Facial expression & eye contact

Content

- Choice of content to convey meaning
& intention

- Building on the views of others

Structure
- Structure & organisation of talk

Clarifying & summarising

- Seeking information & clarification
through questions/ing

- Summarising

Reasoning

- Giving reasons to support views

- Critically examining ideas & views
expressed

Vocabulary
- Appropriate vocabulary choice

Language
- Register
- Grammar

Rhetorical techniques
- Rhetorical techniques such as
metaphor, humour, irony & mimicry

Working with others
- Guiding or managing interactions
- Turn-taking

Listening & responding
- Listening actively & responding
appropriately

Confidence in speaking
- Self assurance
- Liveliness & flair

Audience awareness
- Taking account of level
of understanding of the audience




Arguments

STRUCTURING ARGUMENTS WITH PEEL’

Good arguments have a clear structure. It can help to plan your arguments by thinking
‘PEEL"

Point — a short statement or headline that makes it clear what your argument is about
Explanation - an explanation of why the point is true, and why it is important

Evidence or example — a statistic or story that illustrates the point and makes it easier for
the audience to understand

Link - a connection back to the point to bring everything together



Promoting Collaborative Problem-Solving

Shared Responsibility Diverse Approaches
Debates encourage students to work together. By pooling Classroom discussions allow students to explore a range of
their knowledqge, perspectives, and ideas, they can find approaches and perspectives on a given issue. This fosters

creative solutions to complex problems. an understanding of different viewpoints and encourages

open-mindedness.



‘ Formative debate

‘ Competitive debate




Formative debate

Argumentation drills

In order to develop argumentative skills, some

exercises and drills may be helpful, such as the
following adapted from English Speaking Union
(ESU) website and from Baker, 2013:

The “Why"” game

A motion is launched by the teacher, such as:
“Cannabis should be legalised”.

The class will ask “Why?" and each student
will answer in turn providing reasons for the
different arguments mentioned.

If | ruled the world

In turn, each student will list the things he/she
would like to do if he/she could rule the world,
within certain time limits.

Three Things Wrong
This drill is useful to practise rebuttal. The
coach/teacher provides a one-minute speech

and the students in turn will have a 15-20
second speech highlighting three wrong
elements of the teacher’s speech: Firstly...
Secondly... Thirdly...

Defending the indefensible

Students are given a motion which is
impossible to defend.

Example: "No one should work”.

Defense: "Without working you cannot live a
decent live".

A moral dilemma

Students are standing in two lines (Proposition/
Opposition).

They are given a moral dilemma, for example:
“You find a bag full of money on a bench”.

In turns, the Proposition team will have to
provide arguments to keep the money, while
the Opposition team will show that it is better
to report the event to the police and take the
bag there.



The balloon debate

Among the various preparatory activities for
debating in a foreign language, one of the most
popular is the “Balloon Debate”, adapted from
Russel Tarr's blog'? also mentioned “CLIL Activities”
by Dale and Tanner, 2012 (see also Cinganotto,
forthcoming).

Students must choose a historical character
related to the period they are studying in history
and carry out research on texts, or on the web,
showing and witnessing the importance of the
character and his/her impact on history, society,
science, etc.

Formative debate

Here are some guiding questions:
When?
Had an impact both in the short- and in the
long-term
Who?
Had an impact on a lot of people’s lives
Where?
Had an impact over many countries
What?

[Name of character]

Five reasons why I am
historically important:

i1

2.

S}

[replace the image above with something showing
one of your character's greatest moments /
achievements, and explain why you chose this image
in this box]

Had an impact on many areas of life—for
example: politics, economics, society, religion...
The teacher will assign the roles:

Audience
Balloon passengers.




Competitive depate

Proposition 1 Opposition 1
8 Minutes 8 Minutes

O O

Chairperson

and Proposition 2 B g Opposition 2
Timekeeper 8 Minutes 8 Minutes

Order of speeches

: 1st

» 2nd
e

3rd —> 4th

, Sth = 6th

>

'
reply 2<—reply 1

Proposition 3 Opposition 3

Chief Adjudicator 8 Minutes 8 Minutes

Adjudicator Adjudicator

O O O

Opposition Opposition
Reply (Speaker Reply (Speaker
1o0r2) 1o0r2)

4 Minutes 4 Minutes




Debate for language learning

Task-Based Learning (TBL)




Depbate for CLIL

Content

Cognition Culture

Communication




Agenda 2030: The United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals

The Agenda 2030 is a comprehensive framework for
achieving a more sustainable and equitable future for all.

't outlines 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that
address global challenges such as poverty, hunger,

inequality, climate change, and environmental degradation.

These goals are interconnected and require collective

action from governments, businesses, civil society, and
individuals to achieve by 2030.




Connecting Classroom Discussions to Glopal
Challenges

|[dentify Challenges

1
Introduce students to real-world challenges.
Explore Solutions
2
Encourage discussions about potential solutions.
Advocate for Change
3

Empower students to become agents of change.

Classroom debates can spark discussions on relevant global challenges, like climate change, poverty, and inequality. Connecting
these discussions to the UN's Agenda 2050 for Sustainable Development Goals can help students understand the importance of
global collaboration and sustainable practices. By exposing students to these challenges, we empower them to become responsible
global citizens.



Debating

Climate Change
Solutions

Students examine potential
solutions, evaluating their

effectiveness and feasibility.

Plastic Pollution
lMmppacts

Students engage in alively
debate about the
environmental impact of
plastic waste in oceans.

Renewable Energy
Options

Students explore the
benefits and challenges of
transitioning to renewable
energy sources.

-Nnvironmental Sustainapility

Sustainable
Agriculture

Students discuss
sustainable agricultural
practices to protect
pbiodiversity and conserve
resources.



-xploring Social Equity and Justice

Diverse Perspectives GClobal Challenges

Class discussions can explore how different groups Debates can address global issues like poverty, inequality,
experience social equity and justice. and discrimination.

Students can examine systemic inequalities and injustices, Students can explore solutions and actions that promote

challenging biases and promoting understanding. social equity and justice worldwide.
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1. Clobal Interdependence

Explore how economic growth in one
region impacts other countries,
fostering a discussion on global
trade, investment, and development.

3. Inequality and
Development

Examine the role of income
inequality and poverty on economic
growth and how governments can
address disparities through social
programs and policies.

2

DIscussing Economic
Development and Growth

2. Sustainable Practices

Analyze how economic growth can
be achieved in a sustainable way,
considering environmental and
social factors, such as resource
management and ethical labor
practices.

4. Technological
Advancements

Discuss the impact of technological
advancements on economic growth,
considering innovations like artificial
intelligence and automation, and
their implications on job markets.




Incorporating Agenda 20350 into Lesson Plans

Cross-Curricular Connections

| Connect Agenda 2050 goals to various subjects.

Real-World Applications

2
Demonstrate how goals impact daily lives.
Student-Led Initiatives
5
Encourage students to take action.
Project-Based Learning
4

Engage students in hands-on projects.

Integrate Agenda 2030 into lesson plans by connecting it to various subjects. For example, discuss climate change in science class or explore
economic inequality in social studies. Demonstrate how these goals impact daily lives and encourage students to take action through

project-based learning initiatives.



Structuring Classroom
Debates

[ji Establish Clear Topics

Start by defining focused topics that are relevant to the

curriculum and students' interests.

[237 Define Debate Format

Choose a structure that allows for balanced arguments

and encourages active participation from all students.

3 Set Ground Rules

Establish clear expectations for respectful discourse,
active listening, and constructive feedback.
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Tips for Effective
Moderation and Facilitation

Active Listening Fair Ground Rules

Pay close attention to all Establish clear expectations
participants' arguments and for respectful discourse and
perspectives. turn-taking.
Encouraging Time Management

Participation Keep track of time and ensure

Invite all students to all perspectives are heard.
contribute their ideas and
perspectives.
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Assessing Student Learning

- -

Method

Rubric

Observation

Self-Assessment

Peer Feedback

and Participation

Description

Evaluates individual contributions

and participation in the debate

Tracks active listening,
argumentation, and collaboration

Reflects on individual learning and
contribution to the discussion

Provides constructive criticism and

insights from classmates



Assessment

OVERALL STYLE | CONTENT | STRATEGY
STANDARD (/100) (/40) (/40) (/20)

Exceptional

Excellent 76-79 31 31 15-16
Extremely Good 74-75 30 30 15

Very Good 71-73 29 g 14-15
Good 70 28 28 14

Satisfactory 67-69 27 27 13-14
Competent 65-66 26 26 15

Pass 61-64 25 25 12-13
Improvement Needed 60 24 24 12




KIALO

Social media platforms should not be regulated by the governme

Regulation may be biased.

L
People would be hard-pressed to know what is true and what
is not, necessitating the need for even more prudence on the
internet which some people don't have. This would target the
less tech-savvy generations. |.E. people over 60 currently,

o
If it was regulated by the government who knows what sort of
information could be suppressed/stolen it would be a type of
forced viewing on content only the government likes. Also in
the sense of stolen data, the government would be able to
learn anything about anyone and then wipe that person from
the face of the internet.

If social media were regulated, governmental bodies could
use it to further their own political agendas. They may seek to
remove things detrimental to their own campaigns and
promote things beneficial to their campaigns.

https://www.kialo-edu.com

e ]

Social media companies decide what's acceptable content.

S .
Social media platforms need people to regulate them in order
to ensure that their terms and conditions are followed

Regulation could prevent the spread of fake news.

B
If social media platforms should not be regulated then neither
should television, newspapers, or radio.
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ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION
discover ing voices

We support young peoaﬁ? o build the
speaking and listening skills they need
to thrive. Our membership brings

together a community that values 1

power of shared language and glob:
friendship.

LISTEN




The Handy Little Guide to

Debate

How to foster debating skills in the EFL class

Letizia Cinganotto

THANK YOU!!

letizia.cinganotto@gmail.com




